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THE SCHEDULED CASTES AND THE SCHEDULED TRIBES
(PREVENTION OF ATROCITIES) ACT, 1989
ACT NO. 33 OF 1989
[11th September, 1989.]
An Act to prevent the commission of offences of atrocities against the members of the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, to provide for '[Special Courts and the Exclusive Special
Courts] for the trial of such offences and for the relief and rehabilitation of the victims of
such offences and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
BE it enacted by Parliament in the Fortieth Year of the Republic of India as follows:—
CHAPTERI
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement—(/) This Act may be called the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989,
(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu & Kashmir.
(3) 1t shall come into force on such date? as the Central Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, appoint.
2. Definitions.—{/) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(a) “atrocity” means an offence punishable under section 3;
(b) “Code” means the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (2 of 1974);
*[(bb) “dependent”’ means the spouse, children, parents, brother and sister of the victim, who are
dependent wholly or mainly on such victim for his support and maintenance;
(bc) “economic boycott” means— '
(/) a refusal to deal with, work for hire or do business with other person; or
(ii) to deny opportunities including access to services or contractual opportunities for
rendering service for consideration; or
(iif) to refuse to do anything on the terms on which things would be commonly done in the
ordinary course of business; or
(iv) to abstain from the professional or business relations that one would maintain with other
persorn;

(bd) “Exclusive Special Court” means the Exclusive Special Court established under
sub-section (/) of section 14 exclusively to try the offences under this Act;

(be) “forest rights™ shall have the meaning assigned to it in sub-section (/) of section 3 of the
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
(2 0f 2007);

(b/} “manual scavenger” shall have the meaning assigned to it in clause (g) of sub-section (/) of
section 2 of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013
(25 of 2013);

(bg) “public servant” means a public servant as defined under section 21 of the Indian Penal Code
(45 of 1860), as well as any other person deemed to be a public servant under any other law for the
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time being in force and includes any person acling in his official capacity under the Central
Government or the State Government, as the case may be;]

(¢) “Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes” shall have the meanings assigned to them
respectively under clause (24) and clause (25) of article 366 of the Constitution;

(d) “Special Court™ means a Court of Session specified as a Special Court in section 14;

(e) “Special Public Prosecutor” means a Public Prosecutor specified as a Special Public
Prosecutor or an advocate referred to in section 15;

'[(ea) “Schedule™ means the Schedule appended to this Act;

(eb) “social boycott™ means a refusal to permit a person to render to other person or receive from
him any customary service or to abstain from social relations that one would maintain with other
person or to isolate him from others;

(ec) “victim” means any individual who falls within the definition of the “Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes” under clause {c¢} of sub-section (/) of section 2, and who has suffered or
experienced physical, mental, psychological, emotional or monetary harm or harm to his property as a
result of the commission of any offence under this Act and includes his relatives, legal guardian and
legal heirs;

(ed) “witness” means any person who is acquainted with the facts and circumstances, or is in
possession of any information or has knowledge necessary for the purpose of investigation, inquiry or
trial of any crime involving an offence under this Act, and who is or may be required to give
information or make a statement or produce any document during investigation, inquiry or trial of
such case and includes a victim of such offence;]

“[(/) the words and expressions used but not defined in this Act and defined in the Indian Penal
Code (45 of 1860}, the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 1872) or the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 (2 of 1974), as the case may be, shall be deemed to have the meanings respectively assigned to

them in those enactments.]

(2) Any reference in this Act to any enactment or any provision thereof shall, in relation to an area in

which such enactment or such provision is not in force, be construed as a reference to the corresponding
law, if any, in force in that area.

CHAPTER I
OFFENCES OF ATROCITIES

3. Punishments for offences afrocities—[(]) Whoever, not being a member of a Scheduled Caste

or a Scheduled Tribe,—

(@) puts any inedible or obnoxious substance into the mouth of a member of a Scheduled Caste or
a Scheduled Tribe or forces such member to drink or eat such inedible or obnoxious substance;

(b) dumps excreta, sewage, carcasses or any other obnoxious substance in premises, or at the
entrance of the premises, occupied by a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe;

(¢) with intent to cause injury, insult or annoyance to any member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe, dumps excreta, waste matter, carcasses or any other obnoxious substance in his
neighbourhood;

(d) garlands with footwear or parades naked or semi-naked a member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe;
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Caste or a Scheduled Tribe any act, such as

(e) forcibly commits on a member of a Scheduled
removing moustaches, paiuting face or

removing clothes from the person, forcible tonsuring of head,
body or any other similar act, which is derogatory to human dignity;

d, owned by, or in the possession of or allotted to, or

(/) wrongfully occupies or cultivates any lan
d to, a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled

notified by any competent authority to be allotte
Tribe, or gets such land transferred;

(g) wrongfully dispossesses a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe from his land or
premises or interferes with the enjoyment of his rights, including forest rights, over any fand or
premises or water or irrigation facilities or destroys the crops or takes away the produce therefrom.

Explanation—For the purposes of clause (/) and this clause, the expression “wrongfully”
includes—

(A) against the person’s will;
(B) without the person’s consent;

(C) with the person’s consent, where such consent has been obtained by putting the person, or
any other person in whom the person is interested in fear of death or of hurt; or

(D) fabricating records of such land;

(h) makes 2 member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to do “begar” or other forms of
forced or bonded labour other than any compulsory service for public purposes imposed by the

Government;

(i) compels a member of a Scheduled Caste or 2 Scheduled Tribe to dispose or carry human or
animal carcasses, or to dig graves;

(/) makes a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe to do manual scavenging or
employs or permits the employment of such member for such purpose;

(k) performs, or promotes dedicating a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe woman to a deity,
idol, object of worship, temple, or other religious institution as a devadasi or any other similar
practice or permits aforementioned acts;

(1) forces or intimidates or prevents a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe—

(A) not to vote or to vote for a particular candidate or to vole in a manner other than tha
provided by law;

(B) not to file a nomination as a candidate or to withdraw such nomination; or

(C) not to propose or second the nomination of a member of a Scheduled Caste or a
Scheduled Tribe as a candidate in any election;

(m) forces or intimidates or obstructs a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe, who
is a member or a Chairperson or a holder of any other office of a Panchayat under Part IX of the
Constitution or a Municipality under Part IXA of the Constitution, from performing their normal

duties and functions;

(n) after the poll, causes hurt or grievous hurt or assault or imposes or threatens to impose social
or economic boycott upon a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe or prevents from
availing benefits of any public service which is due to him;

(0) commits any offence under this Act against a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled
Tribe for having voted or not having voted for a particular candidate or for having voted in a manner
provided by law;

(p) institutes false, malicious or vexatious suit or criminal or other legal proceedings against a
member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe;




































